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The Crystal Palace

The British Library. “The Great Exhibition.” Learning Victorians. Accessed December 23, 2014. http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/victorians/exhibition/greatexhibition.html.

This website page created by the British Library explores the Great Exhibition of 1851.  Included as part of this exhibition was the Crystal Palace.  The Crystal Palace housed exhibitions from around the world in the Industrial Age.  The origin code of this website is .uk, but these are no longer tightly controlled so we have to look at other criteria to determine the reliability of this site.  The British Library owns this website.  They receive a copy of every publication in Great Britain and Ireland.  The British Library was established by an act of the British Parliament in 1972.  Finally, according to alexa.com, the site is popular among academics indicating that it is a reliable source.  The article contains both primary (images and photographs from 1851) and secondary source material.

 “The Crystal Palace.”  Victoria and Albert Museum.  Accessed December 23, 2014. http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/the-crystal-palace/.
Brief paragraph description of the web source, including why it was determined reliable based on criteria at the websites listed in the instructions. (See item 3)

This article at the Victoria and Albert Museum website describes the planning and construction of the innovative Crystal Palace.  The building was created in only 10 months on the basis of a giant greenhouse design.  The removal of a glass tax a year earlier meant that glass was very affordable and would make the construction unique.   The article was written by curators at the Victoria and Albert Museum which was created in honor of Queen Victoria and her consort, Prince Albert. As such it is supported by the British government and is considered to be reliable.  The article contains both primary and secondary source material.  

The Royal Institute of British Architects. “The Brits Who Built the Modern World: The Crystal Palace.” Architecture.com. Accessed December 23, 2014. http://www.architecture.com/Explore/Buildings/CrystalPalace.aspx.

This is another web article regarding the Crystal Palace.  This article discusses the innovative design of the building and claims that if the building had survived (it burned down in a fire in 1936 after being relocated), that it might have stood as a national icon much as the Eiffel Tower does today.  While it is a .com website, this page is controlled by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).  According to their website, the RIBA was established in 1834 to promote the art and science of architecture and to monitor the standards of architecture in Great Britain.  Though they work in conjunction with government, they do not receive any government funding.  Their use of experts in the field of architecture and the history of architecture makes this site reliable even though it is a commercial domain.  The article contains both primary (photographs and renderings) and secondary sources.Identifies whether the source contains primary and/or secondary source material in the paragraph description.  (See item 4).


Crystal Palace Foundation. “Leaving Hyde Park , 1851.”  Crystal Palace History. Accessed December 23, 2014.  http://www.crystalpalacefoundation.org.uk/history/leaving-hyde-park-1851-2.

This article, one of several on the history of the Crystal Palace, explores the relocation of the Crystal Palace after the exhibition of the world ended in 1851.  The Crystal Palace was relocated from Hyde Park, London to Sydenham Hill, South East London where it remained until a fire destroyed it in 1936.  The Crystal Palace Foundation was formed in 1979 by several gentlemen who had a fascination with the history of the Crystal Palace. Over time they received a grant from the Royal Commission for the Exhibition of 1851 and they used this money to establish the Crystal Palace Museum Trust.  The Crystal Palace Foundation has been recognized as a legitimate historical trust by several historical councils in the UK and they are a non-profit organization as indicated by their charitable id number.  As such they are a reliable source of information. This website contains references to both primary and secondary source material.

Potter, R. “The Crystal Palace.”  Rice University.  Accessed December 23, 2014.  http://www.ric.edu/faculty/rpotter/cryspal.html.

This is a class resource website at Rice University.  Created by Professor R. Potter, it contains a number of links to primary and secondary source material including photographs and images from the 1851 exhibition and the ruins after the fire in 1936.  There is also a link to a first-hand eyewitness account of the 1936 fire.  Because this is a .edu, university sponsored website and there are simply links to other sources, this is a reliable source.
